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Backgrounder: Ancient Forests, New Initiatives 

Markets Initiative Shifts Corporate Consumers away from Paper

Products that Destroy the World’s Ancient and Endangered Forests

Why Ancient Forests Matter

The world’s ancient forests — large, intact expanses still in their original wild state — are critically important regulators of climate, purifiers of water, habitat for wildlife, and repositories of genetic diversity.

“Forests help to slow global warming because they store vast quantities of carbon. They control flooding, purify water, and cycle nutrients and soil, ultimately influencing food production for billions of people. And they house an incredible array of living organisms, which provide a foundation for the resilience of natural systems and the genetic material for valuable new products.” 

“Canada’s forests are also home to a remarkable diversity of plants, animals, and microorganisms. They are a refuge for woodland caribou, grizzly bear, grey wolf, and other large mammals that once ranged widely across the continent. There are an estimated 140,000 species in Canada, only half of which are classified. About two thirds of these species are found in forests or are dependent on forest habitat. New species continue to be discovered; scientists recently identified 60 new insect species in the canopies of old-growth forests in British Columbia.” 

Fast-Disappearing Forests

Canada, along with Russia and Brazil, is one of just three countries with significant expanses of ancient forests and has a special responsibility to stop their continuing loss to logging and industrialization.

Seventy-six countries have already lost all of their original forest cover and a further eleven countries have less than five percent left. 

“Just one fifth of the world's original forest cover remains in large undisturbed tracts today, and the cutting has accelerated: about 16 million hectares are cut or burned each year. In the course of this devastation, we are losing species and a valuable cornucopia of resources, altering the atmosphere's composition and brutally degrading ecosystems.” 

“Short of a miraculous transformation in the attitude of people and governments, the Earth’s remaining closed canopy forests and their associated biodiversity are destined to disappear in the coming decades.” — Klaus Toepfer, United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of United Nations Environment Program 

“Canada maintains its lead as the world’s biggest timber exporter through logging of old-growth and primary forests, which account for 90 percent of the harvest. Clearcuts make up over 80 percent of the annual harvested area. Although economically efficient, clearcutting results in quite different disturbance patterns than fires and other natural processes. The ratio of clearcut area to the area using partial harvest systems has remained unchanged over the last two decades.” 

 “Canada’s boreal forests play a particularly vital ecological role, both as storehouses of biodiversity and as a vast reservoir of freshwater and carbon. In recent decades, these forests have been the focus of major hydroelectric developments, oil and gas exploration, and more recently, logging. The boreal forests will face unprecedented stresses in the coming decades, both from direct development pressures and from the effects of global climate change.” 

The Paper Trail

Market demand for wood and paper products currently drives the destruction of  the world’s remaining ancient forests.

Global paper consumption is projected to grow by about seventy-seven percent by 2020. 

Globally, seventy-one percent of the world’s paper supply is derived from ecologically valuable, biologically diverse forests rather than from tree farms. 

“While recycling has slowed growth in the demand for wood pulp, it has served more as a supplement than as a substitute for virgin fiber. Global paper and paperboard consumption has been increasing so rapidly that it has overwhelmed gains made by recycling. So while the amount of material recovered has increased sevenfold since 1961 and its share of the fiber supply has nearly doubled, the total volume of virgin wood pulp and paper consumed and waste generated continues to rise, overtaking these important successes.” 

“Producing pulp and paper casts a long ecological shadow beyond its impact on the world’s forests. To make a ton of virgin paper, at least 2 to 3.5 tons of trees are brought to the mill. Converting those trees into paper uses large amounts of water, energy, and chemicals as well, and generates vast amounts of air and water pollution and solid waste.”  
 

Markets Work

Large-scale industrial purchasers and individual consumers are helping to save the world’s ancient and endangered forests though strategic spending decisions that shift markets towards alternative sources of wood and tree fibre.

“So far, most advances (environmental advances in paper manufacturing) have been spurred by citizen demand and government regulation, but industries are increasingly finding that improvements can enhance profitability and create new business opportunities. Thus, the prospect of greater collaboration toward a sustainable paper economy is well within reach.” 

“Shifting the source of fibers for paper from predominantly virgin wood to more recycled and non-wood sources can ease pressure on forests and landfills. The trees used for paper can come from forests and plantations that are managed far better than they are now, causing much less stress on the environment. Felling ancient trees in the world’s dwindling frontier forests to make paper need not continue in the new century.” 

What is Markets Initiative

Markets Initiative is a national environmental organization that works to conserve the world’s ancient and endangered forests by shifting industrial buyers towards papers derived from recycled materials and alternative sources of wood fibre. 

Markets Initiative employs market leverage to protect large intact areas of Canada’s boreal forests and temperate rainforests and encourage the adoption of sustainable harvesting in already fragmented areas.

Markets Initiative was created in 1999 as a coalition project of three conservation organizations: Friends of Clayoquot Sound, Greenpeace Canada and Sierra Club of Canada, BC Chapter. 

Canadian Book Publishers Are Good Between the Covers

Since 2000, Markets Initiative has worked with book publishers to help them shift away from papers that originate from the world’s ancient and endangered forests.

Progress has been remarkable. Most of Canada’s leading publishers have now made formal commitments to safeguard the world’s forests and biodiversity by printing their books on Ancient Forest Friendly papers. Leading publishers with Ancient Forest Friendly commitments include: McClelland & Stewart, Random House Canada, Raincoast Books, Key Porter Books, Douglas & McIntyre, Penguin Canada, NeWest Press, and New Society Publishers.

Inspired by Canadian publishers’ successes, similar initiatives are now underway in the U.S., U.K., Germany, Netherlands and five other European countries. There are so far 51 U.S. and 14 Dutch book publishers with Ancient Forest Friendly commitments similar  to those of their Canadian colleagues.

Magazine Campaign Builds Momentum

Canada’s magazine industry is now embracing a similar initiative to shift towards Ancient Forest Friendly papers.

Currently, less than five percent of magazine paper has any post-consumer recycled content.
 

Canadian periodicals use about 110,000 tons of paper every year; consumer magazines use an estimated 81,000 tons of paper annually.

Already, publishers of 34 Canadian magazines have pledged to shift away from papers that contain fibre from the world’s ancient and endangered forests. Publishers include: Canadian Geographic, Walrus, This Magazine, Harrowsmith Country Living, Cottage Life and Geist.
To facilitate the transition, the Coated Paper Eco Kit was developed as a cooperative project of the Canadian Magazine Publishers Association, the British Columbia Association of Magazine Publishers, and Markets Initiative. The Coated Paper Eco Kit is a practical handbook of tips, terms, resources and a paper-sourcing guide for environmentally friendly magazine publishing. 

Markets Initiative

1726 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC V5N 4A3

Telephone (604) 253-7701, ext. 22

Email mail@oldgrowthfree.com

Web www.marketsinitiative.org
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